
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Tol. III., No. 9.] BULLETIN OF THE TOEREY BOTANICAL CLUB. L New York, September, 1872. 

71. Notes by Mr. Hall. — It is well known that the name Bugloss comes 
from the Greek fiovy\oo6ffcq, and means " Ox-tongue;" but Diosco- 
rides relates (I have not the work at hand, and cannot remember pre- 
cisely the place) that the Greek name is only a translation of the 
Phenician " Haleshon Eleph," a name the Carthaginians applied to 
an herb they used medicinally. The name, any Hebraist will im- 
mediately see, means " the tongue of ox," or as we would say, " the 
ox-tongue." 

Some years since, I found in Sennet, Cayuga County, a number 
of exceedingly large specimens of Phegopteris hexagonoptera, Fee. 
On burning some broken pieces, after I had dried them, I noticed 
that instead of leaving an ordinary ash, each piece left a white glo- 
bule of nearly pure carbonate of potash. I then took a whole frond 
and set one end on fire, holding the other, when a little white glob- 
bule of KO,C0 2 followed up the burning end, hissing and boiling 
and increasing as it went on, and attaining the size of a very large 
pin-head by the time the frond had burned up to my fingers ; but 
no other ash appeared. I repeated the experiment several times 
with the same result, and have since tried specimens from other 
localities, and have often found that the fern would thus burn en- 
tirely up, with nothing solid left but a white globule of carbonate 
of potash. How pure the salt was I cannot say, as I only satisfied 
myself of its main character. I ought to mention that the soil in 
which the specimens first mentioned grew was mainly formed of 
decayed wood. 

74. The Willows of Amherst, Mass. — All the common species are 
abundant, six or seven sometimes being in close proximity. 

Salix discolor shows its catkins soon after the first of April, and is 
rapidly followed by S, humilis, tristis and sericea, these by S. livida 
and cordata, and still later by S. lucida and nigra. Several varieties 
of S. fragilis and alba are cultivated for hedges and other purposes. 
S. myrtilloides is found in adjoining towns, and 8. longifolia on the 
Connecticut river farther north. 

It is important that the place each species holds in Anderson's 
arrangement should be known, but it is sufficiently puzzling to as- 
sign each its place according to Gray's Manual, and the more so, as 
the term "species," in many cases, really means "group," and often 
a very comprehensive one. 

1. Salix discolor, Muhl., as found here is reasonably constant as 
described, and the ordinary forms are readily recognized in flower. 
The mature leaves occasionally retain some pubescence beneath, and 
can hardly be told from the similar leaves of S. humilis except by 
their being serrate. Old bushes have often exceedingly small leaves . 

2. Salix humilis, Marsh., seems to be a convenient name for all 
the protean forms occurring between undoubted S. discolor and S. 
tristis. 

One form, with slender, dark twigs and thin leaves, growing in 
the shade, is very like S. discolor. A second, with vigorous, gray, 
downy shoots, numerous and thick leaves, very woolly beneath, and 



